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Message from President Beck A. Taylor

The Best Is Yet to Come
At a recent
Homecoming
event, Vice

President fOI
Institutional
Advancement

Scott McQuilkin,
'84, interviewed
me during the
Q&A portion
of the program,
which included
many Whitworth
alums. Scott always
does a great job
asking questions
in these kinds of
settings that make

me really think
- questions that

allow me to express those things most important to me about
the Whitworth

experience

and community.

After the event,

I told a group of students that Scott was better than Donahue.
They had no idea who I was talking about, confirming once
again that I'm getting older and that my pop-culrure references
could use some updating.
One question Scott asked that evening struck me then, and
has struck me in the days since, as profound. His question was,
"As president, you're often described as Whitworth's 'chief
optimise' 'W'hat makes you so confident in Whitworth's future?"
I am confident in Whitworth's future, and I always have been,
but I had to think quickly on my feet. Here's what I said:
First, I'm confident in Whitworth because of its distinctive
mission. Whitworth doesn't try to be like every other institution
- we know who we are and we're comfortable in our own skin.
The fact that Whitworth offers a mind-and-heart education
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that combines first-class academics with an intentionally Christcentered experience gives me great confidence that Whitworth
is relevant, not only to the Kingdom of God, but also to our
world and to the culture at large. Equipping students to honor
God, follow Christ and serve humanity will never become passe
or impracticaL I think God values what we are doing here.
Second, a mission statement is just some ink on paper unless
it is supported by students, faculty and staff who believe in
the mission's importance. I'm confident in Whitworth's future
because we have great people - Whitworthians who dedicate
themselves consistently to live out Whitworth's values around
relationships, grace, courage, intellectual vitality and service.
Our people make us who we are.
Third, I'm confident in Whitworth's future because we
are surrounded and supported by alumni, parents and friends
who think Whitworth is worth praying for and supporting
with time, talent and treasure. Each day I'm reminded of the
investments others are making in this place. These investments
sustain and encourage us to remain committed to our mission.
And in those rare times when I'm feeling less than optimistic,
these wonderful alumni, parents and friends give me renewed
confidence and enthusiasm.
Finally, the world needs Whitworth. I am increasingly
persuaded that Whitworth's graduates are best prepared, through
an education that models intellectual competence, moral
courage and deep compassion, to serve a world whose future is
uncertain, a world that faces seemingly intractable challenges.
Whitworth's graduates ask the right questions, pull together
the appropriate resources, and lean into the hardest dilemmas
facing society and the church. They do it with equal measures of
confidence and humility. The world needs more of that.
I am confident that this university's brightest days are still
ahead. As always, please keep 'W'hitworth in your prayers.
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[Editor's NOTE]

[Letter to the EDITOR]

T

Remembering Lew

he further I move away from my membership on

Whitworth's Core 150 team, the more I miss students.
Over the years, as my office moved further and further away

from The Loop - both literally and figuratively -I could still
rely on knowing 60 or so students in each incoming class. I
still know when "my" freshmen graduate, when they marry,
when they become parents. That will continue

for a couple

more years, until the graduation of the Class of 2016, but in
the meantime I miss getting to know those new Whitworthians
every year. One of my favorite mornings each fall semester was
the Wednesday when class began: Just looking at those 240
students in Weyerhaeuser Hall's Robinson Teaching Theatre
- most of them first-week frosh, most feeling pretty pumped,
some on the ragged edge of terror - always made me feel the
excitement

of learning, the fear of nor being able to keep

up, the temptation to sleep in or stay up much too late as an
important exam looms.
I realize how lucky I am to be at a place I love with people I
love and appreciate, doing work that suits me to a "T." But nor
knowing students when you work at a university is like being
an administrator at Butchart Gardens and never getting out
among the flowers. Something
problem, right?

essential is missing. First-world

Well, yes. But the dilemma that faces each of us as we
move further into our lives is how to stay connected to what's
important about our past. Whitworth alums certainly hear from

LewArcher supervised my Senior Project class at Whitworth in the
spring of 1990 (even though he'd technically retired in 1989).
At Whitworth the Senior Project was akin to a thesis - that final
cumulative work that sends you off in to the world.
I remember damn little of the actual class except that the sun
streamed in on afternoons and it was remarkably peaceful. I do,
however, remember the hours and hours of hard work I put into that
paper, "Jane Austen and the Father-Daughter Relationship." I lost about
10 pounds between the time I finished and when I was supposed to
present it. Of all the writing I've done in my life, that is what I am most
proud of
It's one thing to be proud of your work. It's another to have a professor
who is, well, let's just say legendary, praise you as well. I've carried his
words with me for over 20 years now.
Lew Archers obituary listed his career, how he met his wife, his
volunteer work and the like. That's the usual stuff of obits - I guess all
it's meant to be is a quick capsule of who a person is. What we do is
just that: it's what we do, not who we are. Who we are is evident in our
actions and words to others, in how we inspire, comfort and sustain.
I'll consider myself lucky if at the end of my life even one person will
remember me the way I remember Lew Archer, as someone who gave
me faith in my own abilities.
Molly (Barham) Lewis, '90

their alma mater regularly, and I'm sure that those of you who
actually read every message from the halls of ivy - or maybe
that should be "from the paths of pine cones" - have some
sense of the fact that this remains a place that's worthy of your
affection and your interest. Whitworth continues to grow and
flourish, the campus becomes more beautiful with every passing
year, and students are interested in disciplines of which you may
never have dreamed. But they still play Ultimate

in The Loop,

they still vow on Day One to catch a virgin pine cone, they still
stay up too late and sometimes sleep through their alarms, and
- these are the important things - they still have great, great
professors who know what it is to nurture a student's intellect
and interests: they still make friendships that

will last a lifetime

[Write US!]
We want to know what you think - about Whitworth Today,and about
Whitworth in general. Send us an e-mail (tmitchell®Whitworth.edu)
or write us at Whitworth Today, University Communications Office,
Whitworth University, 300 W. Hawthorne Road, Spokane, WA 99251.

and develop interests that they'll pursue long after they've

graduated; they still know the thrill of being involved in
Whitworth

Athletics,

whether as participants or as spectators,

and in helping or seeing their teams win consistently; they still
look forward to that sunny day in May when they'll walk across
the stage at the Spokane Arena and receive that long-sought
degree from a beaming president.
Those are the things we want you to remember, and
reminding you is a substantial part of our goal at Whitworth

Today. I hope you find that we've fulfilled that goal in this issue.
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Whitworth Today reserves the right to edit letters for iength
and/or content.

Nov. 2: 25th Annual Jazz Ensemble Concert
with Saxophonist Chris Potter
Grammy-winning saxophonist Chris Potter and the award-winning
Whitworth Jazz Ensemble stormed the stage for Whitworth's 25th
annual jazz concert, held at the Martin Woldson Theater at the Fox,
in downtown Spokane.
Potter, a "world-class soloist, accomplished composer, potent improviser,
and formidable bandleader," has fronted 17 albums, and he won a
2013 Grammy for best jazz instrumental album as a member of the
Pat Metheny Unity Band.
During the past 25 years, the 19-member jazz ensemble, directed by
Professor of Music Dan Keberle, has performed annually in Spokane
with a noted guest artist, including jazz giants Kenny Garrett, Robin
Eubanks, Jimmy Heath, Byron Stripling and Slide Hampton.
"The chance to hear top jazz artists such as Chris Potter is a rare
opportunity for the Whitworth and Spokane communities;' Keberle says.
"Most Whitworth jazz students throughout the past 25 years point to
these concerts as being one of the most inspirational and influencing
events in their young lives:'
The Whitworth Jazz Ensemble regularly wins hardware at regional
and national jazz competitions and gives invited performances at AIINorthwest and All-State Music Educators conferences. The ensemble
recentiy reieased its 12th album, Sermon!, and in January 2014 the
group will take Its eighth trip to Rome, where they'll perform in concerts
with Italian jazz artists,

T

hough Roros, Trondheim, Sravanger
and Egersund may sound like fanciful
place names from a) .R.R. Tolkien novel,
these four very real Norwegian cities, along
with the capital, Oslo, heard the strains
of some of the Northwest's most beautiful
choral music in late May and early June
when the Whitworth Choir, on its second
major international tour since 2009,
performed in cathedrals across the country.
"We began to call it the 'Words Fail
Us' tour because of the indescribable
experiences we were having as a choir,"
says Sammy Skinner, '15. "For those two
weeks, it absolutely filled me with joy to be
creating wonderful music alongside some
of the most important people in my life,
all while taking in the stunning landscapes
and beautiful culture around US."
The 45-voice Whitworth Choir is
regarded as one of the premier collegiate
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choral groups in the Pacific Northwest.
Building on a reputation of excellence
that spans more than nine decades,
the choir continues to reign as one of
Whitworth's most significant outreach
programs, at home and abroad.
"The locals who came to our concerts
were some of the most encouraging
audiences I have ever seen, and it was
very moving to go out into the crowd
after each of our performances and meet
some of them," Skinner says. "Those
conversations always left me with the
powerful feeling that music really does
unite all people from all places."
Students in the choir represent
majors across the curriculum and are
involved in the Spokane community. In
a survey of 2012-13 choir members,
30 percent of the students were leading
music at local churches.

The group maintains an active
performance, touring and recording
schedule. In addition to the 2013
Norway trip, in the past six years the
choir has toured Argentina, Uruguay,
Colorado and California, and it
continues to perform its annual Spokane
and Seattle Christmas Festival concerts,
which have become a December
tradition for countless Whitworth
families on both sides of the state.
Marc A. Hafso, now in his 11th year
as director of the choir and professor and
director of choral activities at Whitworth,
believes strongly in the transformative
power of choral music. "The choral art,
for me, is one of the most interdisciplinary
subjects on our campus," Hafso says. "It's
about who we are as a people. It's about
history and story and language. It's also
about physiology and psychology."

Music at
Whitworth University

teaching and worship space. Neither Stage
11nor the chapel is designed for teaching
or singing choral music. "I feel like Moses
leading my tribe of smgers from place to
place. I hope to see the Promised Land in
a new building," Hafso jokes.
The Whitworth 2021 strategic plan
calls for a significant investment by
the university in htgh-qualirv teaching
and performing space for the music
and theatre programs. Whitworth is
currently working with architects to
design an addition to the existing 1978
music building that would provide muchHafso and his colleagues have
needed choral-rehearsal space and a new
maintained the quality and reputation
concert hall on campus. Among the most
exciting benefits of the facility's eventual
of the Whitworth music program
against significant odds. "Most of the
completion will be the return of the
regional schools with which we compete
annual Christmas Festival concerts to
for top vocalists have completed new
campus. The concerts have taken place
teaching and performing
in various downtown
spaces in the past 10-15
Spokane
venues for more
"Singing in the churches
years," Hafso says, "and
than 25 years. "A great
[in Norway] was surreal.
Whitworth has neither a
challenge is getting the
They were easily some
dedicated rehearsal space
campus community to
ofthe most beautiful and
attend our concerts,"
for the choral program nor
unique buildings 1 have
a performance hall worthy
Hafso says. "All of our
of our students."
local performances are
ever been in, and we all
The lack of a dedicated
eight
to 10 miles away
really valued the rich
choral rehearsal space in
from campus because
history that each church
the current music building
there aren't any suitable
held for the people there."
forces Whitworth's
facilities closer than that.
- Sammy Skinner, , 15 Ihave longed for the day
four choral ensembles
to rehearse in facilities
when we can hold our
across campus that are inadequate in
Christmas Festival concerts at Whitworth,
size, accommodations, acoustics and
so that they can truly be campus-centered
availability. The choir rehearses most
celebrations.
often in Stage II, a low-ceilinged "black"The new building will allow us all
box" space in the basement of Cowles
to celebrate the voice, the power, of
Auditorium. This is Whitworth Theatre's
ensemble - and will allow some, perhaps
primary teaching space and an active
for the first time, to experience the truly
venue for student theatre productions
interdisciplinary nature of choral music."
and rehearsals. The choir's access to
Tad Wisenor is Whitworth's director
Stage 11 is, of course, limited. When the
of campaign planning. Photos by Kirk
space is occupied, the choir rehearses in
the chapel, which is in regular use as a
Hirota.

Come back and sing! Alumni

from Whitworth choral groups of all
eras are invited back to campus Oct. 10-12, 2014, for an all-choral reunion.
Mass choir rehearsal on Saturday and participation in an all-campus
worship service on Sunday morning will be highlights among a full slate
of activities already scheduled for this combined Homecoming/Family
Weekend, during which Whitworth will celebrate its 125th anniversary.

Averaging 92 majors (music and
music education)
More than 20 instrumental and vocal
ensembles including the Whitworth
Choir, symphony orchestra, wind
symphony, jazz ensembles I and II, six
jazz combos, concert band, women's
choir, men's chorus, chamber singers,
and seven chamber ensembles.
In spring 201 3, 407 students ~ nearly
20 percent of the student body ~
were enrolled in at least one music
course. Approximately 80 percent of
these students were enrolled in more
than one course, including lessons
and ensembles.
Two ensembles tour each year. In
January 2014 the jazz ensemble
will tour Rome, and in March the
Whitworth Wind Symphony will tour
and perform throughout California.
Whitworth offers BA degrees in music
education: choral and instrumental
tracks; and in music, with tracks in
composition, piano performance,
piano pedagogy, vocal performance,
instrumental performance, jazz
studies and music ministry.
Graduates from Whitworth's music
program excel in competitive music
programs nationwide, most recently
at schools including Arizona State
University; Eastman School of Music;
New England Conservatory; Indiana
University; The Juilliard School;
Manhattan School of Music; Oberlin
College; and the University of
Southern California.
In addition to successful performance
careers in opera, symphonies,
orchestras, jazz, musical theatre
and military bands, Whitworth
music graduates work and serve
in fields including voice therapy,
speech pathology, K-12 and college
teaching/band and choral directing,
arts administration, music ministry,
conducting and composing,
production and recording, private
instruction, technology, and the
publishing industry.
~TODAY
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Students interview alums about their
Whitworth stories, experiences
ByJosh Cleveland, '01

A university's graduates provide
precious resources - time, energy, goodwill

and financial support - to their alma
mater. Their opinions

be part of the project received advance
information from the university and a
personal invitation
themselves.

and perspectives

are crucial to an institution's growth and

from the students

SUMMER
2013
AMBASSADORS

to its success. Over the years, Whitworth

Whitworth's
strong sense of community
carried over to the interviews, as students

has sought feedback from alumni primarily
through somewhat impersonal surveys.

and alums met for a conversation
over
a cup of coffee, a walk-and-talk
in a

Knowing, though, that Whitworth alumni
are well-versed in critical thinking and

park, or a discussion in a local business
office. Throughout
the summer, student

are equipped

ambassadors heard stories from 323
alums who graduated between the early

5. EliCasteel, '15

1950s and 2012. Students

6. Rachel Gerig, '15

to apply their opinions

and beliefs to effect and implement
change, the office of alumni relations

has

implemented a new and personal way for
alumni

to share their stories and to help

shape Whitworth's
future.
The Alumni Discovery Project,
concept

adapted

a

from former Georgetown

weren't

merely

reading questions from a page or using
notes in these interviews; rather, they had
memorized nearly eight pages of questions,
internalized them, and integrated some of
the questions

into conversations

with the

University vice president Jim Langley,
allows Whitworth
to connect with alumni

alumni interviewees, seeking to hear and
honor each unique story.

from diverse eras, geographical locations
and experiences. Through hour-long, face-

Ambassador Lauren Roberts, '14, says,
"I got to know several alums - I heard

to-face interviews conducted by student
ambassadors, Whitworth
alums talk about

about their Whitworth

their life experiences

before, during and

after their days on campus.
In spring 2013, after a selective
process, 12 current

Whitworth

students

went through rigorous training before
being sent into the field during the
summer to interview alums in some of
the university's most highly concentrated
regions. Alumni who were invited to

2. Johnny Strain, '13
3. Bethany Carrillo, '14
4. Lauren Roberts, '14

7. Hanna Kim, '15
8. Elke Neuenschwander,
9. Sammy Skinner, '15
10. Katherine Smith, '15
11. Johanna Marcelia, '16
12. Hannah Tweet, '16

experiences,

about, and

explored what they would like to see froml
at Whitworth.
I also had the chance to
hear about their lives now .... [T]he best
part was hearing their drastically different
stories and seeing how Whitworth
provided these alums with a foundation
that continues

to influence

their lives."
~TOOAY

s

'15

learned about things they value and
things they would change, came to know
what they are passionate

hiring

1. Julia Feeser, '13

9

Student ambassador Elke Neuenschwander, '15, chats with Alex Schuerman, '97, over a cup of coffee at Mind & Hearth. (Photo: Kirk Hirota)

During this first year of the project, the
student ambassadors and, through them,
the alumni office reconnected with a
broad range of grads. The project's hope
is to broaden the scope of Whitworth's
knowledge through future interviews,
which will take
• • • • • • • • • • place
during
"Half of the
holiday breaks
and summers
alumni I interviewed
to come.
believe that growth
Asked what
iswonderful and
she would say
to those alums
gives more credibility
who may be
and prestige to their
skeptical about
degrees and to the
a Discovery
interview,
school. The other
Portland-based
half was worried that
alumna Emilee
it would take away
Langbehn,
'09, says, "It
from the intimacy and
was a joyful
close-knit atmosphere
experience to
for which Whitworth is
share about
my time at
so well known."
Whitworth
and to hear
• • • • • • • • • • about someone
who is doing it right now. I think it's
important for the school to get feedback
from alums from all generations, with all
kinds of experience, and to really evaluate

10
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which questions work and which ones
need attention. All alums' views and
opinions are valid and the more feedback
Whitworth gets, the more the university
can do with that information."
As interviews were completed
throughout the summer, it became clear
that while alumni had a broad range of
experiences, they shared some strong
feelings about key issues. Meaningful
connections with faculty and staff top
that list, followed closely by an ongoing
appreciation for the tight-knit feel of the
university and the opportunity for close
community in a safe environment. It may
be surprising to some that ambassadors
were consistently told about the Core
program's positive impact on alums'
personal and professional lives. They
also heard heartfelt concerns about the
university's politics - some perceived the
institution as too conservative, some as
too liberal- and about the rising costs of
higher education. There is trepidation
among many that these rising costs
could limit Whitworth's future and keep
deserving students from attending.
Many alums expressed their fervent
hope that the university would hold on
to its distinctive sense of community as it
grows in size and increases its presence on
the national stage. Bethany Carrillo, '14,
an ambassador based in Spokane, heard a

range of thoughts on Whitworth's growth.
"Half ofthe alumni I interviewed believe
that growth is wonderful and gives more
credibility and prestige to their degrees
and to the school," Carrillo says. "The
other half was worried that it would take
away from the intimacy and close-knit
atmosphere for which Whitworth is so
well known."
Nearly every alum interviewee
asked, "So, what will you do with this
information?" In short, the answer is,
"Plenty!" After each interview, student
ambassadors captured the spirit and
specifics by reporting themes and stories for
the university to glean from. The alumni
office's priority is to use this information,
rather than to let it sit on a hard drive.
Whitworth plans to draw from this rich
pool of information to reflect on where
the university has been, to inform current
practices, and to aid in strategic planning
for the future. Some changes are already
taking place as a result of the interviews.
According to Keith Blodgett, '90, "My
time at Whitworth means a lot to me and
is, in large part, why I am the person I am
today. 1was intrigued by the Discovery
Project and was happy to share my story."
Alumna Meg Bunker, '05, summarizes why
she believes the interviews are important:
"It's worth far more than an hour of our
time to reflect on the shaping years of our
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San Francisco Bay Area
(one ambassador):

19
Colorado Springs
(one ambassador):

•

14
Spokane
(five ambassadors):

college experience

reinvest in Whitworth
connected and invested

•

in the school as it is now,
as well as in what it will
It's our chance

•

•

•

136

in this way - by staying

•

••• • • • • • •

to

have a voice in the direction
Whitworth
will take as it grows
and changes."
Whitworth President Beck A.
Taylor has championed

14

the project
\

from its inception. "Whitworth is
committed

Class of 1951
Class of 2012

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

66

•
•

OLDEST AND
YOUNGEST ALUMS
INTERVIEWED

•

Portland{SW Washington
(two ambassadors):

•
•

become.

•
•
•

14

•
•

•

•

Phoenix
(one ambassador):

•
•
•

323

•
•

74

•
•

TOTAL
•
.INTERVIEWS

CITY.

Greater Seattle
(two student ambassadors):

•

•

•

to staying in relationship

with

its alumni," Taylor says. "We celebrate
the ways in which alumni have told us
we're doing a great job, and we are fully
committed

to improving

our efforts in

response to the suggestions we have
received. Ultimately, the Whitworth

family will be stronger as a result."
Program ambassador Jonny Strain,
'13, says of his experience, HI was so
encouraged

by these interviews,

because

none of the stories were the same. There
are so many Whitworthians
making
unique choices and living unique lives,
I was encouraged
as well as reminded

by all the possibilities,
of the realities

(e.g.

money and debt, work, familial

responsibilities),

And having

listened

to

so many alumni reflect on their lives in
ways that they hadn't in a while, I now
have this little voice in my head asking,
'If I were to receive
interviewed

an invitation

to be

30 or 40 years from now,

what would I hope to be able to say about
my lifer That

is a powerful

question

about

To see interviews

with alums

and students who participated in
the Discovery Project, go to www.
whitworth.edu/whitworthtoday.

to

have nagging at me as a young alum,
and I can thank the Discovery Project
for that."

For more information

the Discovery Project, please visit
www.whitworth.eclu/alumni/discovery.

Josh Cleveland is assistant director of
the Whitworth Office of Alumni &
Parent Relations.
Wrnx.am-J
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Community Building Day empowers
Whitworth students for lives of service
By Lucas Beecrunor; '09

On Sept. 17, more than l,OOOWhitworth students, faculty and staff
gathered bright and early on campus and boarded a line of chartered
buses that delivered them to 55 locations across Spokane. This sizeable
group, participants in Whitworth's Community Building Day tradition,
spent the morning volunteering with more than 30 organizations.
Community Building Day began in 1907 as Campus Day, a studentled campus-beautification endeavor. By the 1990s, the tradition had
evolved to include partnerships with local nonprofit organizations,
and Whitworth volunteers began working beyond the
campus boundaries.
By giving back to Spokane in this way, Whitworth equips
students to become global citizens and opens their eyes to ways
they can make positive changes in the world. The annual event
also provides students with opportunities to apply their studies and
develop professional skills outside the classroom.
"As our students serve side-bv-side with Spokane agencies, they
develop a sense of being a part of the Whitworth community,"
says Ross Brooke Watts interim director of service, learning
l
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community
at Whitworth.
the same
time,
they haveengagement
an opportunity
to develop "At
a deeper
connection with

Spokane. Through service, they come to know the challenges facing our
community, its many strengths, and its people. This context helps them
to feel at home in Spokane and to feel empowered to make a difference."

Getting Social
Officialhashtag: #OBDay2013
Photos posted to lnstagram: 125
Tweets sent from service locations: 25

12

~TODAY

Wlil'fWO/?'f

By the numbers

5gt'M{jIV1T~
20,"
J
DIIVG D,f. Y

Volunteers 1,050
Eaumated value of
tune given $23,825·
OrgamzatlOns served. 33
ServlCelccauons: 55

.~

t

Organizations served include ...
Northwest Museum of Arts & Culture
Mobius Science Center
Christ Kitchen
Boys & Girls Clubs of Spokane County
Anna Ogden Hall
Liberty Park Child Development Center
Holmes Elementary School

SheLvi~n b
'J

oDlcs at the lS

aus 5 C;ivls

CLu.b

Students helped by ...
packing and catering lunches
picking up garbage in streets
painting buildings
creating online tutorials
cleaning and organizing museums,
libraries and storage areas
pulling weeds
harvesting vegetables

Benefits of participating:
Forging connections with the Whitworth
and Spokane communities
Engaging with and encouraging youths
Networking with professionals
Applying learning outside the classroom

'MJrnxami
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[Whitworth NEWS]
Whitworth Maintains High Marks

u.s. News,

Kiplinger's, Washington Monthly,

Forbes include university among elite schools
Every year since 2000, Whitworth
has earned top-IO honors in U.S. News
& World Report's rankings of the best
private colleges and universities in the
West. In its 2014 rankings, released in
September, U.S. News ranks Whitworth
No.9 overall, and No.4 in "Best Values,"
based upon both academic quality and the
net cost of attendance for students who
receive financial aid.
For the seventh year in a row,
Whitworth's academic quality and
affordabiliry landed the university on
Kiplinger'sannual ranking of the 100 best
values among private universities in the
United States. The university joins some of
the most elite schools in the country and
is the second-highest-ranked school in the
Pacific Northwest in the 2014 rankings.
For the second consecutive year,
Whitworth was named Washington
Monthly's highest-ranking master's,
level university in the Pacific
Northwest. Nationwide, Whitworth
ranks No. 10 among 684 colleges and
universities. Washington Monthly, founded
45 years ago, is based in Washington, D.C.

Forbes
magazine also
sent a bOJ-lquetto
Spokane, ranking
Whitworth
one of the top
undergraduate
institutions in
the U.S. for the
second time
in the past three years. Whitworth was
named one of the top six private schools
in the Pacific Northwest, joining some
of the most prestigious schools in the
country. The rankings, which are based
on criteria including quality of teaching
and career prospects, graduation rates,
and levels of debt upon graduation, are
prepared exclusively for Forbes by [he
Center for College Affordability and
Productivity, a Washington, D.C/based
think tank.
Greg Orwig, '91, Whitworth's vice
president for admissions & financial aid,
says that to be ranked a top-I 0 regional
university by U.S. News for the 14th year
in a row, in addition to being recognized

by so many other outside ranking
organizations, is a sign of Whitworth's
commitment to excellence.
"Given the options available to our
students, and the investment they are
making in their education," Orwig
says, "they demand and deserve the
excellent faculty, facilities and programs
we offer. What really makes Wh,tworth
distinctive, however, can never be
captured in rankings. What our students
and alumni celebrate as much as or more
than rankings is our mission to elevate
rigorous, open intellectual inquiry and
the integration of faith and learning, and
the deeply relational character of our
campus community."

Under New Management
This fall, the Whitworth Bookstore converted to a new
management system in partnership with Barnes & Noble College
division, which operates nearly 700 campus stores nationwide.
While the store's name and employees remain the same, its
brick-and-mortar space has a revamped floor plan and look,
with more renovations to come, courtesy of Barnes & Noble.
In addition to providing Whitworth the expertise of a national
retailer and renovation funds, B&NC offers a management
program for students that provides them training and eventual
opportunities to interview for management positions.
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The U-Rec Rocks!
Whitworth's

new University

Recreation

Center- U-Rec - opened in August 2013
to oohs and aahs (and huffs and puffs)
from students, staff and faculty alike.
Funded in part by a student-approved

facilities fee, the 32,000-square-foot
facility features a fitness center with
circuit training, cardiovascular stations
and powerlifting stations; an indoor track;
a climbing wall and bouldering area; and
a three-court gymnasium. The center
also houses the outdoor recreation and
intramurals programs.
Whitworth

students

staff the facility, and
experienced

and

trained climbing
guides are available to
teach and assist with
climbing techniques.

The U.S. Green
Building Council
has designated the
$8 million center
as LEED (Leadership
in Energy and
Environmental

Design) Silver
Certified.
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[Whitworth NEWS]

Doris Keams Goodwin, Storyteller
Presidential historian, Pulitzer winner visits Whitworth
Doris Kearns Goodwin has made
her living looking over the shoulders
of presidents.
The day before her appearance at
Whitworth's fall President's Leadership
Forum, during which she addressed 900
people at the Spokane Convention
Center, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author)
biographer and presidential historian came
to Robinson Teaching Theatre for a Q&A
with the Whitworth community.
Sitting in a cushy chair that made her
look even smaller than she is, Goodwin
faced a rapt audience eager for her stories
of presidents she has known - John E
Kennedy, Franklin D. Roosevelt and
Lyndon B. Johnson.
But, as Whitworth President Beck A.
Taylor said near the outset of the Q&A,
Goodwin's name is inexorably tied to that
of our 16th president, thanks to Stephen
Spielberg's 2012 film, Lincoln, which is
based on her book Team of Rivals: The
Political Genius of Alrraham Lincoln.
Actually, Goodwin credits LBJ with
starting her career. She was one of just a

few female White House fellows selected
to work with LB] on poverty programs
in 1967, when she was still conducting
research for her doctorate in government
at Harvard.
She recalls her time with LBJ fondly,
despite the crassness for which he was
known. "He was a brilliant man," she
said, who told "fantastic, colorful stories.
Of course, later I learned half of them
weren't true."
Lincoln, too, was famous in his time
for being an avid storyteller. And when
Goodwin worked with screenwriter Tony
Kushner on the script for Lincoln, she was
adamant mat the president be portrayed
as such. She told Kushner, "1 will never
speak to you again if he doesn't tell a lot
of stories in the movie, because that's the
Lincoln I know."
Lincoln was also known for his
melancholy temperament, Goodwin said,
due to the tragedies he faced throughout
his life. His mother died when he was 9,
instilling in him a fascination with deaths
finality and an ambition for immortality

through greatness. If he could accomplish
something great in life, Goodwin said,
he believed he would live on in memory.
Lincoln nearly took his own life when he
was 30 and in the midst of a bout with
depression. His sadness came from both
his tragedies and his ambition, from the
disparity between where he wanted to be
in life and where he often found himself,
Goodwin said.
Lincoln came back from his depression
because he had not yet achieved anything
on earth that would make any human
being remember that he had lived,
Goodwin said.
Her answers to audience questions
alternated between personal experience
and historical anecdote. When she spoke
of presidents she studied, she mentioned
them informally, as one might when
talking about old roommates.
Goodwin's next book, The Bully Pulpit,
focuses on the relationship between
Theodore Roosevelt and William H.
Taft in the "Golden Age of Journalism."
Goodwin said she finds an unhappy
similarity between media outlets today
and the state of the newspaper industry in
rhe 1850s. "They [competing newspapers]
couldn't even agree on the facts,"
Goodwin said. "Now, we've got these
cable networks, all divided by partisan
politics, people only listening to the side
they want to listen to.
"It's as bad as I've ever seen it in
my lifetime," she said. "The poison is
the money.
"Things happen, and things get better,
but I don't see an easy out to it right now,"
she said, adding that the public pressure
on the House in light of the recent
government shutdown may force things
to change. If LBJ were president now, she
said, he would simply lock the leadership
of both parties in the White House until
the problem was solved.

This article was adapted from the
original, written by Lucas Thayer, , 14,
for The Whitworthian.

Revival, Respite, Rejoicing
Whitworth authors run the gamut from conversions to children to baseball
From George Whitefield
Merkel,

The nursery, which provides respite care for at-risk
children from birth through age 6, is a centerpiece of

to funny kids to Paul

the subjects (and objects)

of Whitworth's

Spokane's

writers cover a wide spectrum.

Whitworth

Professor of Theology

In addition

to

"George

Whitefield

in Scotland:

kids generally,

109

Of Friends, Foes

Parents

and Others Who Care About Them,

is the latest offering from prolific Communication
Professor Gordon

S. Jackson,

who compiled

help

to

and

I know

it

will

delight

of
many

parents, grandparents, teachers and others
who work with children, both in our

and the Evangelical Divide," has been accepted for delivery
at the George Whitefield at 300 International Conference,
at Pembroke College of Oxford University, In June 2014.
You've Made Your Bed, Now Go Bounce on It: 800 Quotes

About Children, Their

to

Amy Knapton,

And, she says, "The book is a celebration

firsthand accounts recorded by the Rev. William
McCulloch, the collection includes editorial revisions and
commentary from his colleagues. In conjunction with the
book's release, Beebe recently received word that his paper
proposal,

the nursery

VBCN's executive director, says she's grateful that
the book will help focus attention on the nursery.

and Boydell & Brewer) examines a significant
collection of primary-source documentation of
religious revival.

to

fund its crucial work in the community.

rwo-volurne book, The McCulloch Examinations
of the Cambuslang Revival (1742): Conversion
Narraaves from the Scottish Evangelical Awakening
- A Critical Edttion (Scottish History Society

Scotland's

efforts to fight child abuse. Partial proceeds

from Jackson's book will go

Keith Beebe's

Studies

the anthology

benefit the Vanessa Behan Crisis Nursery (www.
where he and his wife, Sue, director
of the Whitworth International Education Center, have
volunteered for the past eight years.
to

vanessabehan.org},

community and beyond."
Linda Merkel Walline,

'72, daughter

of

iconic Whitworth baseball coach Paul Merkel,

Rain Delayed: A Personaland
Collective Recount of the Whrtworth Pirates'
Joumey through the NAJA Baseball

is the author of

Tournament in Sioux City, Iowa: June
1960 (Aurhorl-louse). The book, which
chronicles the Pirates' march to their
national championship, is also WaHine's
personal look at "family, the maturation of
childhood perceptions, and the blossoming
appreciation of all that is singular and
remarkable about a parent,"
These books are available in Whitworth's
bookstore and through Amazon.com.

The Pharoah Speaks
An impassioned proclamation from the Pharoah (Brendan Nyhan, '14)
electrifies the audience during Whitworth Theatre's production of The
Wakefield Mysteries. Diana Trotter, theatre professor and director of the
play, says that the production features a high-volume blend of singing,
dancing, tragedy, comedy and theatrical surprises. "One of the things I
love about mystery plays is that they embody the fullness of humanity;'
Trotter says. "We tend to separate our religious life from our everyday
life, or to treat sacred things in a very hushed and reverent way. But the
Incarnation of Jesus - God becoming human - is the ultimate in mixing
the divine with the earthly. These plays really get that:'
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[Whitworth NEWS]
Sue Chandler, '85, Honored with Endowed Professorship
In a surprise announcement during the
fall meeting of the Whitworth University
Board of Trustees, board member Scott
Chandler, '84, pledged to fund a new
endowed professorship to be named for his

wife, Sue, '85.
Sue Chandler, who earned her
bachelor's degree in elementary education
and physical education from Whitworth,
was elected to the Littleton (Colo.) Public
School Board, on which she continues
to serve, in 2005. She is the board's
liaison to the Rocky Mountain School of
Expeditionary Learning and the Greater
Littleton Youth Initiative (GLYI); she
co-chairs the GLYI and has also served on
the National Peer Leader Committee for
Health and Wellness in Education.
"Sue has always put the needs of
students first, has treated each one as an
individual, and has been an advocate for
all students," Scott says. "Her actions on
a daily basis reinforce the education of
mind and heart that she received from

Whitworth."
In 2011, Sue
was awarded the
McGuffey Award
from the Colorado
Association of School
Boards. Shqhas also
been recognized
by a number of
other organizations,
including Directors of
Volunteers in Agencies
and Colorado
Association of Partners
in Education, for her
L-R: Beck Taylor, Sue Chandler, Scott Chandler, Caroline Simon
years of outstanding
service in education.
"There are no two greater champions
spiritual lives of our students. Additionally,
for Whitworth's mission than Sue and
they have the greatest commitment to
Scott Chandler," Whitworth President
seeing Whirworth's School of Education
Beck A. Taylor says. "As alumni, Sue and
continue to be a leader in shaping
Scott have first-hand experience of the
tomorrow's teachers. That is why this
important and transformative roles faculty
gift and the endowed professorship it will
members can play in the intellectual and
support fit so perfectly."

Whitworth's Newest Doctors

L-R: Caroline Simon, Beck Taylor, David Dornsife, Dana Dornsife
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David and Dana Dornsife, who have dedicated their lives
and their fortune to the welfare of others, were awarded
honorary doctorates in humane letters at Fall Convocation
2013. The Dornsifes' myriad gifts support needs that
include education, research and its applications in the
care of cancer and Alzheimer's patients, and community
development in Africa. Their generosity inspired the
University of Southern California - to which the Dornsifes
had given a gift of $200 million - to christen its oldest,
largest and most diverse academic unit the USC Dana and
David Dornsife College of Letters. After coming to know
Whitworth through President Ed Lindaman (1970-80)
and, later, through President Emeritus Bill Robinson, who
led the university from 1993-2010, the Dornsifes visited
Whitworth in 2010, and found the students "captivating;'
the campus "beautiful," and the mission "compelling:'
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Mind and Heart - and Voice
Castle joins Whitworth Athletics full time

1

As the Voice of the Pirates, radio
announcer Bob Castle has been making
important calls at Whitworth for years.
Now, as a part of the administration, he
has assumed new responsibilities that
incorporate the strengths he has shown
outside the broadcast booth, as well.
Castle joined the university full time
last spring as assistant director of athletics
for development and sales. In addition to
his duties as the Pirates' radio voice, he is
creating and maintaining an active sales
and development portfolio by stewarding
and expanding partnerships with existing
corporate partners, and by soliciting and
securing new sponsorship revenue.
"I'm excited about assisting in the
expansion of Whitworth's and the
athletics department's brands," Castle
says. "But on a personal level, I'm just
as excited about being on campus and
getting to know the faculty, alumni and
contributors who make the university
what it is."
Castle has already contributed quite
a bit to making Whitworth Athletics

what it is. For the past 14 years, fans of
Whitworth football and basketball, denied
the pleasure of accompanying their teams
on the road - or stuck at home during
an important clash in the Pine Bowl or
the fieldhouse - have tuned in to Castle's
radio commentary to ease their anxiety
about their teams' performances. Castle
has consistently distinguished himself as
one of the most professional and highly
respected play-by-play radio announcers in
NCAA Division III.
Interim Director of Athletics Melinda
Larson, '92, expects Castle's era of good
feeling to continue now that he is a
bona fide Whitworth ian. "Bob's fulltime hiring at Whitworth was one of
the primary reasons I felt so comfortable
accepting the interim A.D. position,"
she says. "He is all-in when it comes to
using his talents to support Whitworth
student-athletes. They're his motivation.
Bob has already made us a better athletics
department due to his energy, skills and
sincere desire to serve."

L-R: Beck Taylor, Tom Dodd

Everybody Into the Pool!
Tom Dodd, who brought the Whitworth
Swim Program to national prominence
during his 16 years as head coach of
the men's and women's swim teams,
was recently honored with a new
feature named for him in the Whitworth
Aquatics Center. The Tom Dodd Swim
Wall honors Dodd's contributions to
Whitworth swimming from 19872003. Dodd, who is currently the
head swimming and diving coach at
California Lutheran University, was
named National NAIA Coach of the
Year in 1996, taking the men's team
to a second-place finish at nationals,
He was Northwest Conference Coach
of the Year eight times, coached
six swimmers to individuai national
championships, and had two nationalchampion relay teams, as well. Dodd's
swimmers produced 132 individual
NAIA All America or Honorable
Mention All-America performances
and 47 individual NCAAAll-America
or Honorable Mention All-America
performances.
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'No Finer Human Being'
Brian Benzel "retires" after distinguished career in education
As the darkest
season of the
year descends
on Spokane,
Vice President
for Finance &
Administration
Brian Benzel
prepares to
leave for sunnier
climes. "While
I am retiring in one sense, this change
is really a move to a different level of
engagement," Benzel says. After spending
the winter months in Arizona, he and his
wife, Cynthia, will return to the Puger
Sound area to be near their children and
grandchildren.
But long, lazy days on the chaise
are not in the cards for Benzel. "I will
stay active on the boards of PEMCO

Man on a (Whitworth)

Mutual Insurance Company and the
School Employees Credit Union of
Washington,>' he says. "I also hope to
perform superintendent-search advisory
work with school boards and to continue
to write abJur school leadership for
superintendents and school-board
members. And I'll continue as an adjunct
faculty member in the Whitworth School
of Education, teaching an online school
finance class."
Benzel came to Whitworth in Z007 hom
Spokane Public Schools, where he served
as superintendent for six years. Earlier in
his career, he held senior administrative
roles with Seattle Public Schools, Voyager
Expanded Learning, Edmonds School
District and Mead School District. In
1993, he was named Washington State
Superintendent of the Year.

Upon Benzel's arrival at Whitworth,
then-president Bill Robinson praised
his new veep. "Brian brings a record
of inspired leadership, sound financial
management, and unwavering
commitment to students," Robinson
said. "Anyone who knows Brian and
knows Whitworth will recognize this
as a great fir."
A great fit it has been. "I get emotional
when I think about Brian's departure
from Whitworth," says President Beck A.
Taylor. "1 don't think I've worked with
a finer human being. His commitment
to our students and employees has been
unmatched. I am a better president and
Whitworth is a better institution because
Brian Benzel was here."

Mission

Gemmill succeeds Benzel as finance vice president
Whitworth
President Beck
A. Taylor
recently selected
Gerald (Gerry)
L. Gemmill,
'85, to be
Whitworth's next
vice president
for finance &
administration.
Gemmill, who came to Whitworth from
a position as director of local government
and labor policy for the City of Spokane,
began serving in his new role Nov. 1.
Gemmill's work with the city included
responsibility for establishing and
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maintaining relationships with regional,
state and federal governments, as well as
planning and implementing initiatives
established by the mayor's office. He also
served as Spokane Mayor David Condon's
liaison to the city council and to several
boards and commissions.
"I am very excited to welcome Gerry
Gemmill to Whitworth and to my
cabinet," Taylor says. "He has firsr-hand
knowledge of the transformational power
of Whitworth's mind-and-heart education,
and I'm confident that he will enable
Whitworth to be the best steward of its
financial capital resources and to meet the
goals we've articulated in the Whitworth
202 I vision and strategic plan."

Gemmill, who holds an M.A. in public
administration from Eastern Washington
University along with his B.A. in public
policy from Whitworth, views his new role
as a blessing. "There is no bigger influence
on my career than Whitworth," he says.
"None of what I've done would have been
possible without Whitworth, and I'm very,
very sincere about that."
Gemmill says that he is also thrilled to
be a proponent of Whitworth's mission to
give students a mind-and-heart education
that equips them to honor God, follow
Christ, and serve humanity. "It's such a
unique mission," he says. "That's what
excites me most."

Collaborative Grant
Energizes Student
Learning

'Far-Reaching Impact'
National Science Foundation gyant fuels STEM progyams
The Whitworth School of Education
is gearing up for the future. In support of
the SOE's efforts, the National Science
Foundation recently awarded Whitworth
a Robert Noyce Capacity Building grant,
a two-year, $162,000 grant that will be
used in part to develop a STEM (science,
technology, engineering and mathematics)
track in the Master in Teaching and
Evening Teacher Certification programs
for STEM graduates who want to teach.
The grant will also be used to develop
internships for undergraduates who
wish to teach science in non-classroom
environments, at partner organizations
such as Mobius, Girl Scouts of the Inland
Northwest, and Spokane-area high schools
and middle schools.
"We're thrilled that Whitworth has
received this grant because of the many
opportunities it provides for the School
of Education and STEM faculty to
collaborate in designing programs to
recruit and train future STEM teachers,"

says Barbara Sanders, interim dean of the
Whitworth School of Education. "This
grant has the potential to have a far,
reaching impact on K~12 students."
Proceeds from the grant will also allow
Whitworth faculty to visit exemplary
STEM teacher-education programs and to
apply what they learn to the Whitworth
programs that result from their work.
Faculty will share what they learn through
summer workshops and will use the
experiences to design training procedures
and internships for education students.
In 2015, Whitworth will apply for a
larger Robert Noyce Teaching Scholarship
grant from the NSF; this grant would be
used to implement programs developed
with the initial capacity building grant.
The second grant would also provide
scholarships for graduate-level students
seeking to teach STEM subjects in middle
and high schools, as well as funds for paid
internships for freshmen and sophomores
who are exploring careers in teaching.

Thanks to a $500,000 grant from the
Washington State Legislature, Whitworth,
Gonzaga University and Spokane Public
Schools are partnering to improve student
learning and educational services at
Holmes Elementary School, which has
one of the highest percentages of at-risk,
low-achieving students in the Spokane
school district. In addition to providing
the school with teaching, learning and
technological resources, the grant will
allow Whitworth and Gonzaga education
students to employ a research-based
co-teaching approach to student-teaching
at Holmes.
Debbie Tully, Whitworth's associate
dean for teacher education & school
partnerships, says the grant will motivate
partners to capitalize on the good work
that has already taken place in this area.
"It provides the impetus for multiple
groups of highly capable and committed
people to collaborate on improving the
learning of students at Holmes while
benefiting from their shared knowledge,"
Tully says. "Whitworth is excited to be
involved in this groundbreaking work."
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[Whitworth NEWS]
Wilson Fellow Fights Poverty, Champions Environment
Sustainable Harvest founder Florence Reed

For 35 years>the Woodrow Wilson
Visiting Fellows Program has introduced
students and faculty members at
liberal arts colleges to a wide range of
perspectives on life, society, community
and achievement. In February, Florence
Reed, a 2013-14 Woodrow Wilson
Fellow and the founder and president of
Sustainable Harvest International, will
visit Whitworth for a weeklong residential
program of classes, seminars, workshops,
lectures and informal discussions about

Sumner Room Adds
Ambience to HUB
The recent addition to the Hixson Union
Building of the Sumner Room - named
for the town in Western Washington that
was Whitworth's first home - has already
enhanced food-service and events
operations at Whitworth. The elegant
room, added as part of the recent HUB
renovation, features framed historical
photos from the Whitworth Archives.
"The Sumner Room is a wonderful
meeting space that is providing an
excellent venue for catering events,"says
Sodexo General Manager Jim O'Brien. "It
has been beautifully decorated, is right
in the middle of the student action in the
HUB, has the latest technology, and gives
the Whitworth campus a unique place to
entertain guests and to meet and discuss
important issues:'
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share mission at Whitworth

the work that her organization is doing in
Central America.
uA farmer in a remote village in
Honduras is providing us with organic
coffee, providing winter habitat for our
songbirds, stabilizing our global climate,
preserving the forests that are the source
of most of our medicines, creating oxygen
to breathe, and protecting the coral reefs
from siltation as a result of deforestation,"
Reed says. "So if a poor farmer in
Honduras can do all this for us, what can
we do for him?"
In 1997, Reed founded SHI to answer
her own question. The organization's
mission is to provide farming families in
Honduras, Panama, Belize and Nicaragua
with the training and tools to preserve the
Earth's tropical forests and to overcome
poverty. The organization works with
about 2)00 families in rural areas to plant
trees (2.8 million to date) and convert

degraded acreage to sustainable farmland
(14,000 acres and counting). Thus far,
the SHI families have saved about 70,000
acres of tropical forest from loggers. As
a Wilson Fellow, Reed, a former Peace
Corps volunteer (in Panama), will tell the
story of Sl-ll's work in Central America at
colleges and universities across the U.S.
Associate Provost for Faculty
Development & Scholarship Kathy Storm
says of Reed's impending visit, "She is
an inspiring example of a person who has
lived out twin commitments to promoting
conservation and addressing global poverty.
For those who want to find ways to make a
difference for good in the world, she offers
an impressive and informative example.
Given Whitworth's history of involvement
in global (especially Central American)
studies and commitment to justice through
service, this is an important opportunity
for all of us."

[Faculty FOCUS]

The Unfamiliar Touch of
a Touch-Screen Wedding
By Erika Salkin
Assistant Professor of Communication

L

ast summer, I had the privilege
of attending the wedding of one
of my husband's co-workers. The
ceremony was held at one of Spokane's
oldest churches, a stunning Gothic
cathedral built in the early 20th century.
The church was as eve-enthralling inside
as it was outside, with intricate stained
glass windows, soaring pillars, gleaming
woodwork, and symbols of faith created by
the hands of artistic masters.
The bride was radiant in her
shimmering white dress, the groom
handsome in a reverse tuxedo (black
shirt, white tie). The attendants smiled,
the mothers dabbed their eyes with
handkerchiefs, the processional included
Pachelbel's ubiquitous Canon in D. The
priest welcomed us all to the joyous event
and began reading that favorite of all
wedding passages: I Corinthians 13.
It was as I was being reminded that love
is patient and kind that Ifinally noticed it.
Here, in the middle of a church that was
nearly 100 yeats old, in the middle of a
ceremony that has endured for millennia,
the priest was reading from an iPad.
Tradition, meet tablet.
It's not as if I'd never seen new
technologies work their way into worship
before. The church my husband and I
attended prior to our move to Spokane
had undergone a substantial renovation
during our membership there, including

the installation of a complete sound
system, projectors and flat screens to show
readings, song lyrics and images. I'm used
to pastors and readers wearing wireless
microphones that loop over their ears,
and praise-band leaders using hand-held
microphones.
I am firmly in favor of taking advantage
of innovations in communication to make
worship more accessible to those who
want to hear the Word of God. But
at a wedding?
Watching the priest read from the
black-covered tablet in his hands and
scroll effortlessly from Scripture [Q vows, I
found myself missing those slight pauses of
weddings past, when the pastor had to flip
pages to find the exact reading, or change
books from Bible to ceremony. The
solidity of bound pages, the ageless quality
of words on paper, seemed like such a fit
to a ceremony meant to bind two people
together for the rest of their lives.
I realized I was seeing a real,
world example of the work of mass
communication scholar Marshall
McLuhan, who wrote, "The medium is
the message." McLuhan believed the
way we choose to deliver a message can
say just as much as, if not more than, the
content of the message itself. It's tough
to predict how others will interpret our
choice of medium. Certainly, the priest
who joined the happy couple saw no

Studies

problem in using a tablet. It allowed
him to transition easily from reading
to reading, with no awkward pauses or
misplaced bookmarks. Logically, it made
sense to have everything for the ceremony
in one continuous file, and the tablet's
black leather case fir the formality of the
event.

Bur it felt odd ro see the familiarity of
the Bible - printed word on paper since
the time of Gutenberg - replaced by
megabytes and a touchscreen. The story of
faith has been hand-scribed by monks, set
in moveable type, laser printed on smooth
white paper and yes, stored digitally on a
microchip no larger than my fingernail.
Ultimately, I realized the tablet was merely
another way to share the Good News. As
with nearly everything, "There's an app
for that."
Technology will continue to develop,
and with it will come new opportunities to
convey knowledge. History has shown us
that when innovations in communication
occur, one of the first uses is to share God's
Wotd. McLuhan may tell us the medium
is the message, bur when it comes to faith,
the message endures.

Erica Salkin joined the Whitworth
Communication Studies Department in
2012. She teaches media writing, media law,
and public relations, and she researches First
Amendment issues and scholasti<:journalism.
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Shirley Cutter, who worked in Whitworth's
bookstore, and various department

chaplain's office,

offices, and who was married

humanities for the state of Washington, and a 50, year member of
the National Music Educators Society. He was director of music

to longtime tennis coach Ross Cutter, died March 30. Shirley
grew up in Califomia and eamed her B.A. from U.c. Berkeley.

at Spokane's Northwood Presbyterian Church (where Lottie was
the organist), and later he joined Waco's St. Paul's Episcopal

She and Ross, high-school

Church, where he sang in the choir, served on committees,

and college sweethearts,

married in

and

1944, and began working at Whitworth in 1946. After! brief

was a member of the men's breakfast group. He is survived by

return to California, the Cutters made Spokane their home and
served the university until Ross' retirement, in 2000. Shirley

his wife; his sons, Bruce and David, and their spouses; his sister;
and many friends and extended family. An online guestbook is

also served with Ross as an Elderhostel host. She was a longtime

available at www.gracegardensfh.com/.

member of Knox Presbyterian Church, where she was active as

a deacon and as a member of the Ruth Circle. She was preceded
in death by her daughter, Carolyn, '72, and she is survived by
her husband of 68 years, Ross, and by rheir sons Carl, '76, and
Bruce, '85, and Bruce's wife, Lisa (Mitchell, '85), as well as by
her four grandchildren,

including Steven,

, 11, and Morgan, , 15,

Judy Scotford died Aug. 25, in Poland, Ohio. She was the wife
of Whitworth Trustee John P. Scotford, '51, and a formidable
philanthropist in her own right. Judy graduated from Upper
Arlington High School and The Ohio State University. She
married John Scotford in 1959, and the couple moved to Ohio,

and her many beloved friends.

where they raised their two sons. Judy was a member of the Junior
League of Youngstown and was involved in bringing community

Carol Ann Erickson died April 23. She was the wife of
Whitworth Professor of Physics Glen P. Erickson, who died
tragically in 1982; after his death she went on to be involved

Bible study to the Mahoning Valley. She was also a longtime
Bible-study teacher at Poland's Church of the Rock; later, she
became a member of the New Presbyterian Church, Pompano

with the university in a number of ways, including as a longtime

Beach, Fla. She was a chaplain for Fort Lauderdale's Knox

member of the Core 150 team and as a faithful attendee at
campus events. Carol Ann was a member of Whitworth

Theological Seminary Auxiliary and was active in numerous
programs at the Scotfords' retirement community in Florida. Judy

Community

is survived by her husband, John; two sons, John, [r., and Steve

Presbyterian Church for 49 years; there, she served

as an elder, as a member of the Presbytery Committee

on

Ministry, as a mainstay and soloist in the choir, and as director
of the Sunshine Singers, as well as in many other capacities. She
was lovingly cared for in her final days by those who survive her:

daughter Nancy Erickson Scott, '80, and her husband, Tun,
'81; son David Erickson,

'80, and his wife, Karen (Mueller,

'83); daughter Linda Erickson, '89, and her husband, Drew
Kerr; her grandchildren Amy Scott, '08, and Kyle Scott, '11;
her many siblings and spouses; and her dear friends.
Richard V. "Dick" Evans died June 28, in Waco, Texas. Dick

(who also served as a Whitworth

trustee), and their spouses; and

four grandchildren.
Whitworth

friend and supporter Annette

Weyerhaeuser

died Sepr.16. She attended St. Nicholas School, in Seattle, and
graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Vassar College (N.Y.). Annette
and Dave Weyerhaeuser,

for whom Whitworth's

Weyerhaeuser

Hall is named, wed in 1937 and were married 62 years, until
Dave's death, in 1999. Dave was a longtime member of the
Whitworth Board of Trustees. Annette was a board member of
the Tacoma Art Museum, Forest and Stewardship Foundations,

graduated from Central Point (Ore.) High School and eamed
his B.A. in music from Wheaton College (Ill.) He held an M.M.
and a D.M.A. from the University of Oregon. He married Lottie
Schuh in 1965, and the Evanses came to Whitworth in 1973.

Tacoma Girls' Club, and Annie Wright School.
community involvement included Aloha Club,
of Seattle, Children's Home of Tacoma, Skyline
Church, and Tacoma Community College. She

Dick taught at Whitworth

30 years as a mental health counselor and contributed

for 31 years, serving as professor of

Additional
Sunset Club
Presbyterian
worked for
toward

music, director of the wind ensemble, and music department

educating young people and supporting Christian organizations

chair. He led student groups to San Francisco and to Europe as
parr of Whitworth's Domain of the Arts Program. He served

throughout the U.S. and around the world. She is survived by
her daughters, Jane McFee and Terri (Alfons) Emge; her son,

as Whitworth's faculty president several times, and he was
president of the Washington College Music Council, a lecturer in

Bill Weyerhaeuser,
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great-granddaughter.

and his spouse; her grandchildren;

and her

20 3

YOUNG ALUMNUS

OF 2013

Brad Vardy, '01
As Brad Vardy's graduation
found himself wondering

neared,

in 2001, the young man

what he was going to do with his life.

And as the economy began to slow, the job market suddenly
didn't look as promising as Vardy and others had hoped it would.
Reflecting on that time of indecision, he says, "In truth, I didn't
feell knew what I wanted to do with graduation looming any
more than I'd known

when I started."

With the help of Whitworth
professors Jack Gambill, Margie
LaShaw and Ruth Lapsley, as well as his business partner and
former roommate, Joel Yinger, '01, Vardy decided to break from
the post-graduation
norm and starr his own business. He fondly

remembers spending evenings that stretched long into the
night with Lapsley and her husband,

Ed, writing business and

When

asked about his accomplishments,

Vardy says, "One that

operations plans. In fall 2001, Artisan Industries, Inc., was born,
driven by Vardy's and Yinger's goal of delivering high-quality

I have been most proud of is being able to build a business that
has been successful enough to contribute to my financial security

products and superior customer service to clients, The company

and to that of our employees and their families. Also, I am
thankful that God has further blessed us enough to give back to

took off.

Artisan, a plastics company that manufactures sporting
goods, insoles for shoes, electrical
pushbutton

assemblies

connectors,

and illuminated

that are used on the flight decks of

and support Whitworth,

which 1 believe has been instrumental

in our success." Vardy is one of the most generous young alumni
in Whitworth
history, having made significant contributions,

commercial jetliners, is certified by the British Standards
Institution and has continued to flourish over the years.

both personally and through his business, to Robinson Science
Hall and the Joanna Yinger Endowed Scholarship. Most recently,

While Vardy's business began to expand, his spiritual life was
also growing. Not long after he graduated from Whitworth,

he and his company offered a generous challenge pledge that
helped galvanize the Class of 2012 to complete the fountain

he was recruited

courtyard

for ordination

as an elder in the Presbyterian

Church (U.S.A.) by the nominating committee of Mount
Vernon Presbyterian Church. He was ordained and installed in
2005. During Vardy's tenure on the session, he was the chair of
the finance and nominating

committees.

After his term as an elder at Mount Vernon
twice nominated and elected to the executive
Puget Sound Presbytery.

Through

help Baker Korean Community
Baker Community
Presbyterian

this position,

ended, Vardy was
board of the North
he was able to

Church join the PC(USA)
as
Church. More recently, Vardy

has helped to initiate a new agreement between Whitworth
and
the North Puget Sound Presbytery to build on their common

near his beloved college home, McMillan

better than he found them.
Looking back at age 34 on his memories of Whitworth,
Vardy reflects that his greatest lessons were learned not in
the classroom, but through relationships. The closeness of
Whitworth's
community and the personal relationships he
formed here are the things he values most about his college years.
He says that being a Whitworthian
is «like being part of a family.
We share our successes and disappointments,

our joys and our

pain. We share our lives together."

heritage. One ofthe results from this partnership is an internship
program through which Whitworth
students are placed in North

To see videos about the 2013 Alumni Award winners,

Puget Sound Presbytery

visit www.whitworth.edu/whitworthwday.

ministries.

Hall.

Vardy hopes that his legacy will be that he preserved
opportunities
he'd had for future generations and left things
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Class Notes
An "x" before a class year indicates
attended,

that the person

but did not graduate from, Whitworth.

2000s
2010s
2011 laura (Smith) Keatts works as an R.N. at an urgent care center in
Spokane. In 2012, she and her then-boyfriend, Todd, eloped to Las Vegas.
Angie Hartley has returned from Argentina and now lives in Seattle, where
she works as a program assistant on the policy and advocacy team of the
Malaria Control Program at Program for Appropriate Technology in Health
(PATH).Angie is also a part of the Malaria Control and Evaluation Project in
Africa, which works to eliminate malaria primarily in Zambia, Ethiopia, Kenya
and Senegal. Tyler Holm and his wife, Rochelle, have been commiss~oned
by Presbyterian World Mission to serve in Malawi, Central Africa. Tyler is a
lecturer at the University of Livingstonia's College of Theology.
2013 Emily Harpel serves as a missionary teacher with Village Schools
International, in Tanzania. She was a firefighter for the U.S. Forest Service
during summer 2013.
DEBUT
2011 a boy, Bjorn Atticus, to Katie (Seevers) and Ryan Swanson,
Oct. 9, 2012
DEPARTURE
Robert Strader, x'14, died unexpectedly on April 30. Bob was a drummer
who had been involved in the Spokane rock scene since the 1960s. He
touched many lives through his work at the Union Gospel Mission. He is
survived by his son, grandchildren, mother and siblings.

2001 Joi Taylor and Mark Converse were married March 10. They live in
Portland, Ore., where Joi is a senior administrative assistant at Northwest
Evaluation Association and Mark is a training specialist for Mosaic Sales
Solutions.
2004 Nicholas Preuninger was ordained as a teaching elder in the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in May 2012 to serve as a minister for a United
Methodist congregation. His ordination marks the first time that a presbytery
has ordained an individual to initial service as a minister outside the
denomination.
2005 Meghan McGarry completed her pediatric residency at Rainbow
Babies and Children's Hospital, in Cleveland, in June 2012. In July, she began
a three-year pediatric pulmonary fellowship at Benioff Children's Hospital at
The University of California, San Francisco. In July 2013, she was accepted to
a National Institutes of Health pediatric clinical pharmacology post-graduate
fellowship. Allison (Spntts) Vesterlelt is the author of Packing Light (Moody,
2013), which was released Sept. 1. Nathan Boyer began his pulmonary
critical care fellowship at Brooke Army Medical Center, in San Antonio, in
July. Emily Aetcher married Mark Schuldt, '07, in Mukilteo, Wash., on
March 16. Almost 30 Whitworthians were in attendance at their wedding. The
wedding party included Erin Whitney, Chelsea Peterson, David Cannon, and
Benjamin Tkach, all '07; Josh Siemieniec, x'07j Patrick Reilly, '06; and
Dan Bareither. Mark and Emily now live in Kirkland, Wash. Tiffany Bruce and
Chris Teal were married Aug. 3 in Tollgate, Ore.
2007 Jocelyn Wilson graduated from the University ofTennessee, Knoxville,
in 2008 with a master of public health degree. This year, she graduated
from Eastern Tennessee State University's Quillen College of Medicine with
her doctor of medicine degree. Jocelyn is now in the midst of her residency
in Texas.
2008 Jessica Davis is the editor of two online Patch.corn sites, for Santa
Monica and Malibu.

Class Reunions
at Whitworth's
125th Celebration:

Oct. 10-12,2014
The classes of 1984, 1994,
2004 and 2009 will gather
to celebrate their fifth, l Oth,
20th and 30th reunions, and
all Whitworth Choir alumni
will return to celebrate with
an affinity reunion,

2009 Jessica Nolen-Morse married Alvin Gatimu on April 27. In attendance
were Megan (McCorkle) Chan and Carl Chan, both '10; Megan (French)
Dixon and David Dixon, both '07; Jeannette Procunier, Anna Kirk and
Stephen Ash, all '08; and Hailey (Johnson) Burgess, Sarah Plummer,
Kelsey Bumgarner, Abby (Horner) and Steven Johnson, all '09. Amber Glen
received a master's degree in museum studies from John Hopkins University.
Mary Rupert is engaged to Nicholas Nelson. They plan to marry in 2014.
DEBUTS
2000 a girl, Abigail Kathryn Ruth, to Gretchen (Anderson) and Josh
Cleveland, '01, Aug. 15
2000 a boy, Meritt McGregor Roosa, to Kinsey McGregor and Robert Roosa,
May 14,2011
2000 a boy, Truman McGregor Roosa, to Kinsey McGregor and Robert
Roosa, July 8
2001 a girl,Jane Catherine Kimball, to Kendra (Kimball) and David
Chapman, May 2
2002 a boy,Joshua Nathaniel, to Joy (Whigham) and Joel Diaz, '15,
Aug. 19,2012
2002 a boy,Thaddeus Clive, to Nicole (Nyberg) and Jeremy Herring,
Aug. 27, 2012
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2003 a girl, Kynlee Ray,to Krista (Clegg), '03, '11, and Kyle Johnson,
Nov,30, 2012

Naccarato Takes Students
"To Infinity ... and Beyond!"

2003 a girl, Cherts Filomena, to Karl and Erin (Tutty) Pettitt, April 27
2003 a girl, Adelaide, to Alaina (Howe) and Thomas Merry, Nov. 11,2011
2004 a boy, Henry Alexander, to Nick and Colleen Preuninger,

...

July 25, 2012
2005 a boy,Asher Daly,to Nathan and Courtney (Daly) Boyer,
May 17
2006 a boy,Amos Immanuel, to Teranne (McComas) and Niek
Arentsen, March 11
2007 a boy, Cedric Russell Raymond, to Curtis and Lyette
(Klundt) Olsoo,July 13, 2012
2008 a boy, Claiborn, to Chad, '09, and Paige (Claiborn) Flett,
Feb. 2
2008 a girl, Khloe, to Andrew and Katherine (Anderson) Parrott,
x'11, June 16,2012
DEPARTURE
Kara L. Garbe, '01, died April 21. Kara completed her master's degree in
education at Eastern Washington University and spent her time teaching in
Moses Lake, Wash. She loved teaching and raising dogs. Kara is survived by
her parents, her sister, her brother and other friends and family members.

19905
1993 lisa Mattiello lives in Eugene, Ore., and works with two-year-olds as
a preschool teacher. Her latest endeavors include learning to fence and to
belly dance.
1996 Robyn (Chambers) married Michael Johnson Aug. 4, 2012, in Eagle,

Idaho. In attendance were her mother, Lenore (Robinson) Chambers,
'69: her uncle and aunt, Claude, '65, and Janet (Scott) Robinson, '68;
Jolly Bilstad, '67; her cousin Peter Robinson, x'05, and his wife, Nicole
(Goebel) Robinson, x'06; Sandra (Gunderson) Duffy,'69; her cousin Molly
Robinson, '07; Kama Miech-Roberts, x'92; her uncle Randy Mohr, '78; and
her aunt, the Rev.Mary Robinson Mohr, '80, who officiated.
1997 Nathan Carson received his doctorate in philosophyfrom Baylor
Universityin May.InJune, Nathan was appointed to a position at Fresno
PacificUniversityas an assistant professor and program director of
philosophy.He lives in Fresno, Calif.,with his wife,Margaret Meeker-Carson,
'95, and their daughter, Emma.Jennifer (Heaton) Tachell was selected
as Idaho's Elementary School Counselor of the Year.She has now been
nominated for the National School Counselor of the Yearaward.
1998 Amber Palmer married Brian Halma in February 2011. She now
goes by Amber Palmer-Halma. FormerWhitworthChoir members Jeff
Davis, Kirsten (Branvold) Sabata and Amanda (Johnson) Dungan
provided music at their wedding. Amber is director of communications
for the Trachtenberg School of Public Policyand Public Administration at
George Washington University(Wash., D.C.).Ben Gorman wrote a book,
The Sum of Our Gods, which was released on Amazon by Not a Pipe

Mark Your Calendars! Alumni Reunions in 2015
Commencement

Weekend:

May 16-17

-6

By Arlin Migliazzo, Professor of History
A banner on his classroom
wall reads UNo one can do
everything, but everyone can
do something," reminding
students that to succeed, they
must work as a team. Tuming
to the guests of honor in his
classroom that day, Chris
Naccarato, '90, asks Apollo
XII astronaut Richard Gordon,
jr., and space shuttle astronaut
John Phillips to lead his class
in the Pledge of Allegiance.
In 2013, the NASA Astronaut Program celebrated
its 21st year. During that time, Naccarato, a teacher at
Idaho's Priest River Elementary School, has opened up
the universe for his fifth-graders. Naccarato's lifelong
fascination with space has resulted in his students'
participation
in space camps and in personal invitations
for him to attend four launches of space shuttle missions.
Arriving at Whitworth anticipating a teaching career,
Naccarato majored in history and initially looked toward
serving as a secondary, level history teacher. He soon
realized that his gifts were best utilized with elementary,
age students. He incorporated his love of space
technology into his classroom early in his career ~ not
just in science lessons, but across the curriculum.
Naccarato has brought to his classroom astronauts
from every one of the programs sponsored by NASA
(Mercury, Gemini, Apollo, Skylab, Space Shuttle, and
the International
Space Station), and has also welcomed
cosmonauts from the Russian and European space
programs. All told, he has brought more than two dozen
astronauts to Priest River since 1992.
Since he receives neither funding from the state to
bring the astronauts nor release time to do the necessary
planning, Naccarato works overtime in more ways than
one, pounding the pavement to raise funding, noting that
"1 go out and ask for money, and I get it."
Naccarato is not sure how long he will be able to
bring the NASA Space Program to North Idaho. The
retirement of the space shuttle fleet and budget cuts at
NASA may lead to unavoidable changes. Regardless,
Naccarato's initiative and his love for the wonders of
space technology will ensure that the environment
in his
classroom is A,OK and that his students' imaginations
continue to soar.

Reunions for the classes of 1955, 1965, 1975
Homecoming Weekend: Dates to come soon.
Reunions for the classes of 1985, 1995,2005,2010
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a director of music in Sheridan, Wyo., where she grew up. She is survived
by her parents, her younger brother, and many aunts, uncles and cousins.
Todd L. McDougall, '92, died July 27 after a seven-month battle with brain
cancer. Todd taught English and coached baseball and football at Olympia
High School for 20 years, In 1998, Todd married Julie McKechnie, and they
had three children. Todd is survived by his wife, children, mother, siblings and
nephews. Nancy H. Reed, '92, died May 18,2002. Nancy and her husband,
Edward, were married Sept. 25, 1981. In 1992, they had a son named Evan.
Since Nancy's death, both Ed and Evan have died - In 2011 and 2006,
respectively. Nancy is survived by extended family and friends.

19805
1980 Todd Frimoth is a teacher communication specialist with the
Beaverton School District. He manages a district-wide instructional-material
and professional-development-collaboration web portal for teachers in the
district.
1982 Madeline Wald and her husband, Jim Owens, recently relocated to
Randolph, Vt., where she has joined the medical staff at Gifford Medical
Center as an anesthesiologist. Jim recently returned to the U.S. after three
years as a lecturer at the American University of lraq-Sulaimani. Jim and
Madeline enjoy being together again and being close to their children, all of
whom attend college in the New England area.

Publishing on Nov. 22. More information about Ben's book is available
online at www.TheSumOfOurGods.com.

1985 Juanita (Buhr) and Timothy Loney were thrilled to help their first
grandchild, Caelen Bjorn James Loney, celebrate his first birthday on Aug. 28.
Tim will be promoted to commander in the U.S. Navy in 2014. Juanita and
Tim celebrated 29 years of marriage this past summer.

1999 Jodi Carlson is the new executive assistant to the president at Corban
University, in Salem, Ore.
DEBUTS
1992 a girl, Sophia Clare, to Steve and Sara Konek, May 12,2010
1994 a boy,Turner Joseph, to Bill and Tiffany (Turner) Brooks, '97, June 15
1997 a boy, Elijah Robert, to Talyana (Colgan) and Tyrone Blackburn,
Sept. 29, 2012
1997 a boy, Lucas Clark, to Mark and Colette Jackson, Sept. 11
1997 a boy, Col Joshua, to Sarah (Coleman) and Josh Sidwell,Jan.17
1998 a boy,Jurgen Steve, to Carrie (Wasser) and Steve Andersson, July 4
1998 a girl, Sarah, to Beth (Anderegg) and Antonio Paez, Sept. 8
1999, a glri, Elizabeth, to Kyle and Julia Forsyth, April 28, 2012
1999, a boy, Solomon Boaz, to Angela (Reynolds) and Reuben Schug,
March 1,2012
1999 a glri, Grace lIa, to Krisly Andrues and Jay SImbulan, Sept. 23, 2012
DEPARTURES
Kenneth J. Norris, '90, died Sept. 8. Ken earned his undergraduate degree
from Eastern Washington University before graduating from Whitworth.
Throughout his life, Ken was a funeral director and embalmer, a teacher,
and the director of the House of Charity in Spokane. He was also involved
with Northwest Stained Glass for 21 years. He is survived by his three
daughters, his four grandchildren, one great-grandson, his sister, and his
ex-wife and special friend, Martha. Susan J. Rader, '90, died May 9. Susan
was dedicated to music throughout her life, playing the piano and the viola.
She worked as a piano accompanist, a church organist, a piano teacher and
28
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Whitworth alumni and parents are
invited to gather in pilot areas across
the West to socialize, stay connected
with Whitworth, develop professional
networks, and share the Whitworth story
with prospective students. We invite you to join
a chapter in Portland, Seattle or Los Angeles by
visiting www.whitworth.edu/chapter.

-DEPARTURES
Thomas L. Kittleman, '80, died March 11.Tom worked for Voice Ministries
of Calvary, in Jackson, Miss., and for Presbyterian Outdoor Ministries, in
Washington, before earning his master's degree in theology from Fuller
Seminary in 1990. He married later that year, and in 1993, he and his
wife, Virginia, both received master's degrees in Christian education
.from the Presbyterian School of Christian Education, in Richmond,
Va.The couple served as educators and pastors across the U.S.
Tom is survived by his wife, two teenage daughters, his younger
brother and his parents. Dennis J. Bossingham, '81, died Aug. 8.
Dennis was involved with the Boy Scouts of America throughout his
life. In his youth, he was the youngest person in Idaho ever to earn
an Eagle Scout badge. Dennis piayed football at Whitworth and
continued to be involved in sports for many years. He is survived
by his wife, Janie, his three children, his brother and his parents.
Martha E. Pulliam, x'84, died June 9, 1999. Robert E. Bliuard,
'86, died July 1. Bob was a passionate pastor and missionary
who served the Lord in the Philippines, China, Mexico and the U.S.
Since 2008, he had served as pastor to a small congregation
at West Plains Christian Fellowship, in Airway Heights, Wash.
Bob is survived by his wife, his brothers, and many other family
and friends,

19705
1978 Karen (MacKenzie) Baldwin Kuntz, '91, was married to Bruce
Baldwin for more than 26 years before he died of multiple myeloma. Karen
says that she was then blessed to meet Don Kuntz, who had lost his wife to
cancer, Don and Karen were married on Dec, 30, 2012. They welcomed their
first grandchild, Keenan Wayne Obert, son of Michelle (Baldwin) Obert, '06,
into the world on July 4.
1979 Rev. Leslie Vogel was appointed mission co-worker for World
Mission, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in January. She serves in Guatemala
as a facilitator with the Intercultural Encounters Program of the Evangelical
Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America, Leslie's children, Luz Rebeca
and Amanda, graduated from the University of Arizona and Santa Clara
University, respectively, this year,
DEPARTURES
Bo Roberson, '71, died April 15,2001. Claire F. Story, '71, died May 7.
Throughout his life, Claire was a Boy Scout leader and executive, a public
school teacher, a swimming instructor and a realtor, Additionally, he served
in the Navy during World War II. In 1947, he married Jeanne M, Mills, with
whom he raised two children and spent 59 years before she died, In 2011,
Claire married Sue Fall and moved to Coeur d'Alene, where he was active
in his community, Eunice C. (Akins) Chase, '72, died Aug. 11. Before
earning a master's degree at Whitworth, Eunice graduated from Holy Names
College with a bachelor's degree in education, She married Joe Chase in
1943, and they raised four sons. Eunice was a teacher for 37 years, and
she continued to be involved in the lives of her former students after she
retired, In 1985, she married her childhood friend Marvin Chase, She was
involved in her community, serving on many boards and with many clubs,
including the Spokane Education Association, Education Association
Assemblies and Altrusa International Women's Club. Franklin Gene Farmer,
'75, died May 19,2008, Before entering Whitworth, Franklin served in the
Air Force and received several honors, including a Bronze Star for service
during the Vietnam War, He earned a law degree from Gonzaga University
and was as an attorney for more than 30 years. He is survived by his
wife, four sons, a daughter, two nieces he raised and four grandchildren.

McKnight Comes
Home to Whitworth
.1;

By Lauren Nudelman, '14
Connie McKnight, '78, has
come full circle. She first arrived
at Whitworrh under difficult
circumstances: her father had
recently died in a car accident.
As she and her family dealt with
their loss, her dad's death provided
insurance money that allowed
McKnight to attend Whitworth.
"The upheaval of my father's death
made it feel as if an atomic bomb
had gone off in my life," she says.
"Whitworth helped to heal me." A
pivotal mentor during her student
years was Professor of Economics Harry Dixon, who
invited McKnight into his office to talk, pray and plan for
the future. She remembers his influence as nothing short
of miraculous. With Dixon's assistance, she says, "I felt I
was being embraced by Whitworth and its unique spirit."
After graduating, McKnight worked for HewlettPackard for nine years before pursuing an MBA at the
University of Washington. During her time there, she
studied abroad in Bedfordshire, England. Enamored of
Europe, she decided to stay; she worked with HewlettPackard in the global arena for 13 years. Her colleagues
were a diverse group, hailing from many countries; the
real challenge, she says, was uniting the cultures for
a common mission. She believes that her Whitworth
education prepared her to lead that process.
After returning to Spokane to care for her mother,
who passed away in 2008, McKnight kept busy restoring
her family home. But she knew that she wanted to
work again, and she wanted to find a place where she
could make a difference. "1felt what was really missing
was having the chance to serve others, and 1 wanted
to use my gifts to add value to something that was of
value to me." McKnight's thoughts kept circling back to
Whitworth, and she hoped to have the opportunity to
give back to the institution that had given her so much.
Last August, McKnight became Whitworth's interim
program assistant in campus ministry. While she never
imagined that life would allow her to return to her alma
mater, she is grateful to be back. "I feel so blessed to be
here," she says. "I feel like I have truly come home."
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Whitworth Auxiliary
-(J -(J. Cookbooks now on sale!
To celebrate the Whitworth

Auxiliary's centennial and Whitworth

University's 125th anniversary in 2015, the auxiliary has published
a new cookbook, Tasty Treasures: Tried and True Recipes from the
Whitworth

Auxiliary,

which is on sale now for $20 (including tax). Enjoy

more than 400 recipes from auxiliary members and Whitworth

faculty

and staff, including recipes served at the auxiliary's annual spring tea
event. All proceeds benefit Whitworth

students. Cookbooks can be

purchased from any auxiliary member or in t~e Whitworth

Michael K. Showalter, '75, died Jan. 17. Michael served in Vietnam with
U.S.Army Intelligence. He was a third-generation career land title insurance
professional and worked for both First American Title Company, in Portland,
Ore., and Cascade Title Company, in Vancouver, Wash. Michael is survived
by his four children, three grandchildren and two brothers. Janice R.
(Chinn) Haynes, x'76, died June 11,2010. Janice graduated from Eastern
Washington University with a degree in elementary education before
launching a 27-year teaching career. She taught kindergarten and first grade
at Spokane's Farwell Elementary and Brentwood Elementary. She is survived
by her four children, four grandchildren, two great-grandchildren and friends.
Susan K. (Garrett) Kirk, '76, died April 9, 2011. luis l. Cordero, '77, '82,
died March 16. Born in a small village in Mexico, Luis moved to the U.S.
with his family as a young child. He devoted much of his time to coaching
the soccer teams on which his son, Cory, played. In 2000, Luis married his
second wife, Alison. He taught for 32 years before becoming co-director of
Junior Achievement of Washington. He is survived by his mother, his wife, his
son, and other family members and friends. Maxine E. (Mordhorst) Kerns,
x'79, died Apnl27.ln 1968, Maxine married Lyle Kerns, and they enjoyed
45 years of marriage. Maxine taught for 37 years and was awarded Teacher
of the Year in 1997. She is survived by her husband, her daughters, her
grandchildren and her great-grandchildren.

1960s
1965 Susan A. Ward retired after 24 years with the education component
of the United Nations Association of Southern Arizona. She continues to
serve with the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe as a
human rights observer for overseas elections, and she is the Southern
Rockies representative for the U.N. Association of the U.S.A. Susan also
leads discussion groups for the Great Decisions program of the Foreign
Policy Association.
DEPARTURES
Mildred Maxine (Smith) Alloway, '60, died Feb. 23, 2011. Maxine spent
more than 25 years working in adult special education. She had a master's
degree in education and completed all of the coursework except the
dissertation required for a Ph.D. in special education. Maxine was active
in her community and at her church, Unity Church ofTruth, in Spokane.
She is survived by her husband of 50 years, her children, her stepchildren,
three grandchildren and six siblings. Doris Krell, x'61, died June 12. Doris
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attended nursing school in Spokane and married Clarence May,Jr. The
couple later divorced. Doris worked at the Tekoa Care Center in Tekoa,
Wash., for more than 25 years and at the Fairfield Good Samaritan Center
for 12 years. After she "retired;' in 2000, she continued to work at the Tekoa
Medical Clinic for 12 more years. She is survived by two children, three
grandchildren, her twin sister, and other family and friends. Dorothy Avis
(Soper) Gilliam, '63, died June 3. Dorothy married Roger Wood in 1942;
he died in 1943 while serving in the Air Force during World War II. They had
one daughter, Sandra. In 1952, Dorothy married Eugene Gilliam, and they
had a daughter, Jennifer. After 49 years of marriage, Eugene died in 2001.
Dorothy was proud to have completed Whitworth's evening program. She is
survived by her daughters, one brother, two grandchildren, and other family
members and friends. louise Howell Guthrie, '63, died March 24. After
graduating from the Bradford School of Nursing as a registered nurse, Louise
joined the Army Air Force to serve in Florida during World War II. After the
war, she moved to San Francisco, where she met Victor, who became her
husband. They were married for 46 years. After graduating from Whitworth,
Louise continued her nursing career, retiring in 1982. Louise is survived by
her son, her daughter-in-law, and her grandsons. David H. Kernkamp, '63,
died June 11. Dave taught elementary school in Glide, Ore. In 1963, he
married Margaret Oshanyk, '62. In 1974, he returned to family farming
before retiring. He is survived by his son, daughter, Diana, '97, sister and four
grandchildren. Philip L. Rich, '63, died June 28. During his time at Whitworth,
Phil's basketball teammate Bob Crist, '60, introduced him to his (Bob's)
sister, Beverly Crist. He and Beverly married in1961. Phil was a teacher,
a commercial fisherman and a boat designer. He taught (mostly sixthgraders) for 27 years. Phil is survived by his wife, his sister, three children,
two grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews. John R. Samuelson,
x'63, died April 13. John was a navigator on B-24 bombers in some of the
longest missions in the South Pacific during World War II. After the war, he
earned a bachelor's degree in business administration from the University of
Arizona. John married Rosemarie Bauer in 1953. He attended night classes
at Whitworth so that he could both fish during the summer and pursue his
dream of teaching. He was a teacher in White Salmon, Wash., for 18 years,
retiring in 1983. John is survived by his wife, children, grandchildren, and
other family and friends. Michael L. "Mickey" Clifton, '64, died May 7,
2002. The Rev. Gary L. Woifer, '65. died July 10 after a long battle with
lung cancer. Gary worked for 45 years in ministry at Presbyterian churches
in Colorado, Washington, South Dakota and Montana. He also co-founded

Metro Organizations for People, now known as Together Colorado, and Denver
Urban Ministries. In addition to holding a degree from Whitworth, Gary was
a graduate of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and McCormickTheological
Seminary. He is survived by his wife, Janet (Kirk) Wolfer, '66, his sister, his
brother, his two children and other family members. Dr. Richard D. Barnhart,
'66, died Apnl 25. Rich married Kathleen (Strobel, '66) on Sept. 4, 1965,
and later earned his doctorate in math and computer science. He taught for
many years at Indiana Wesleyan University, in Marion, Ind., where he was a
member of Liberty Baptist Church. He is survived by his wife, daughter and
son. Gwyneth R. (Morgan) Humble, '67, died Aug. 31. Gwyn worked as a
therapist in the field of chemical-dependency rehabilitation. In 2000, she
and her husband, Ty,retired to Lake Havasu City,Ariz., and enjoyed traveling
together in their RV.Gwyn is survived by her husband of 30 years, her sister,
Claudia (Morgan) Phenneger, '64, her nieces and her stepdaughters.
Amy Beth (Dowell) Christoffersen, '68, died April 24. Amy received her
bachelor's degree from the University of Nebraska before marrying Dr. Frank
D. Christoffersen in 1945. She was a substitute teacher with District 81 in
the Spokane area for many years. She is survived by three children, two
grandchildren, and other friends and family. Peter Herrmann, '69, died June
30,2009. Dr. Raleigh W. Smith, Jr., '69, died March 6, 1998.

1950s
DEPARTURES
Dr. Mary (Baird) Carlsen, '50, died July 4. Mary married James C. Carlsen,
'SO, in May 1949, and they had four children. Marybaird, as she liked to be
called later in life, worked as a professional pianist and organist, often
accompanying church choirs conducted by her husband. In 1967, she
earned a master's degree in pipe organ from the University of Connecticut;
later, she earned a Ph.D. from the University of Washington. Marybaird
maintained a clinical psychology practice in Seattle for nearly 20 years and
wrote two books on adult and career development. She is survived by her
husband, sister, children, and other friends and family members. David S.
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Class of 2013 Sends Three to Whitworth South
Three graduates from the Class of 2013 (L-R: Cameron
Williams, Lauren DaVies, Sagen Eatwell) began work
in July as program assistants at Whitworth's Costa Rica
Center. "We're blessed to be serving at the CRC together;'
Williams says. "We get a chance to apply our degrees while
continuing to serve this community of mind and heart."

Finney, '50, died April 18. David served in the Navy during World War II, and
he married Kay L. Snow in 1948. He spent the next 40 years of his life in
Spokane, raising five children, managing a small business, and being
involved with Berean Bible Church. David is survived by his wife of 64 years,
his children, and other family members. Paul R. Pearson, '50, died May 28.
After beginning college at the University of Washington, Paul was drafted into
the Army in 1945 and served in California, Hawaii and Korea before being
honorably discharged. He returned to the University of Washington in 1946,
and he completed his studies at Whitworth. After several years in the
aerospace industry, Paul graduated from San Francisco Theological Seminary
in 1959. In 1960, he married Georgene Zapel, and they spent 53 years
together, traveling the world and raising a family. Paul eventually earned
another master's degree, from the University of Bridgeport, to support his
work in ministry. He is survived by his wife, three children, five grandchildren
and other friends and family. Norma M. Bantillo, '51, died Aug. 19. After
graduating from Whitworth, where she was in the choir, Norma taught choral
music for 40 years. She worked part time for a Seattle music store until she
retired, in the early 2000s. She was active in the Filipino American National
Historical Society and in a variety of choirs, several churches and many other
community organizations. She is survived by her sister and members of her
extended family. William E. Hall, '51, died April 2. He spent two years in the
Army during the Korean War.Then he began a career as a service technician
with Pitney Bowes, in Helena, Mont., where he met and married Willa Rosean.
They had three sons. After retirement, the Halls lived in several Pacific
Northwest communities before eventually settling in Wenatchee, Wash. Bob is
survived by his wife, children, sister, brother, grandchildren, and other family
members and friends. Ronald L. Lentes, '51, died April 9. Ron earned a
master's degree in business administration from Gonzaga University, and he
served in the Army during World War II. In 1948, Ron married his high school
sweetheart, Jean McLeod. He is survived by his wife of 64 years, one son, two
daughters, and his grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Francis J. "Frank"
Meyers, '51, died April 26. Frank served two tours of duty in the Navy during
World War II before enjoying a long career as an engineer. He married Alice
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Fisher in 1953, and they raised four children before her death, in 1983. In
1999, Frank married Barbara Jacobsen. He is survived by his wife and her
children and grandchildren. Raymond Stone, '51, died June 17. From 194246, Raymond served as a parachute infantryman in the 82nd Airborne. He
fought in the Battle of the Bulge, and he received the Bronze Star and the
Eisenhower liberation Award. In July 1944, Raymond married his high school
sweetheart, Betty Jeanne Boyle. They had a son, Daniel, who died in 2001.
Raymond was active in his church and his community, and he is survived by
his wife, a brother, a sister, and other family members and beloved friends.
Marjorie Lois Elizabeth (Garcia) Buehler, '52, died June 8. Ma~orie served
as a member of the Women's Naval Reserve. After graduating from San
Francisco Theological Seminary, in San Anselmo, Calif., she was
commissioned as a Christian educator by the Sioux Falls Presbytery. In
December 1956, she rnarned Bill Buehler of Emery, S.D.; together they
traveled the world on behalf of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Ma~orie is
survived by her husband, three sons, two daughters-in-law and three
grandchildren. William C. McConnell, '52, died March 20. After his
discharge from the Army, where he was awarded four medals including two
Purple Hearts, Bill worked in the timber industry while attending Whitworth. At
Whitworth, he met his future wife, Marianne (Kelly), '84. Bill taught high
school, coached basketball and football, received a Fulbright grant to teach
educators in Chile, and earned a master's degree in marine biology. He
retired in 1988, and his wife, Marianne, died in 1989. Bill met and fell in
love with Jeanne Carter while both were living in Florence, Mont., and they
married in 1992. He is survived by his wife, daughter, son, stepdaughter, two
stepsons and nine grandchildren. Clary Wright, '52, died May 16. Clary was
a teacher and a coach and was active in many civic and community clubs.
He served as the physical director of the YMCA in Wenatchee, Wash., and
Spokane. Clary is survived by his wife, his five children, and other
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. James A. Quigley, '53, died April 1.
Jim enrolled in Whitworth on the GI Bill following service in Japan. His uncle,
R. Fenton Duvall, was a beloved history professor at Whitworth and the main
reason he attended. (See My Favorite Professor on Page 34 of this issue.)
June (Meigs) Roberts, x'53, died June 25. June completed her training with
Sherwood Hall Nursing School at Spokane's Deaconess Hospital. She worked
for more than 30 years at Deaconess Hospital and later worked at Valley
General Hospital. She also had a passion for raising horses and bulldogs.
June is survived by her son and two grandsons. Jeanne M. (Peterson)
deBricassart, x'54, died April 17. Jeanne attended the University of Idaho as
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well as Whitworth. She was known for her numerous contributions to local
charities like the Salvation Army of Spokane, Operation Smile and Cancer
Patient Care of Spokane. Elva (Johnson) Emrie, '55, died Aug. 14. Elva
earned her master's degree from San Francisco Theological Seminary and
went on to lead the Christian education department at First Presbyterian
Church, in Santa Monica, Calif. In 1958, she married Bill, and they adopted
two children. The couple was active in Faith Presbyterian Church. The Emries
were also water-aerobics instructors and class leaders for the Arthritis
Foundation. Elva is survived by her son, daughter, sister, and other family and
friends. Elaine (Widmer) Higgins, '55, died April 12. Elaine married Jim H.
Higgins, '54, on May 12, 1957. Together they raised four daughters in
Parkdale, Ore., before his death in 1994. Elaine is survived by her daughters,
two brothers, and other family members and friends. Freda M. (Koehler)
Peterson, x'56, died June 10. Freda married Robert Peterson in 1956. They
settled in Deer Park, Wash., to raise their four children. Freda was a lifelong
member of the Deer Park United Methodist Church and was active in a
variety of community organizations including the Women's Christian
Temperance Union and the United MethodistWomen's Group. She is survived
by her husband of 57 years, her children, her sister, and numerous other
friends and family members. Rev.Milton Ensley, Jr., '57, died May 14.
Sharon Hazen, '57, died March 22. Harry L. Cobb, '58, died May 9.ln
addition to serving in the Army during the Korean War, Harry completed postgraduate work at UCLA and at San Francisco State University. Harry taught
orthopedically handicapped children for 30 years of his life and was also the
coordinator of the Arizona State College Navajo Rehabilitation Project. He is
survived by his wife, three sons, two daughters and his grandchildren.
Kenneth Gunn, x'58, died Oct 14,2003. RoyT. Throndson, x'58, died May
26,2010. Margaret (Craig) Dikes, '59, died Sept 3, 2012. Margaret
attended Kinman Business School and Deaconess Hospital School of
Nursing. In 1949, she and her family established Sunshine Health Facilities.
Margaret was a licensed nursing home administrator for many years. She was
also a foster parent and was involved in her community, especially at
Spokane Valley Church of the Nazarene. She is survived by her children,
grandchildren, sisters, and other friends and family members. Lt. Col. (Ret.)
Clarence Carter Hardin, '59, died June 20. Carter married Helen Poderis in
1947; they were married for 67 years. He spent 28 years in military service
before retiring in 1970 to teach science at Brevard High School, in North
Carolina. Before earning his master's degree at Whitworth, Carter received his
bachelor's degree from the University from Chicago. He retired for a second

..

time in 1986. He is survived by his wife. Marilyn Marcella (Krumm) Van Der

Worff, '59, died in January 2012. Her survivors include her sister, Luella Lee
(Krumm) Sheldon, '53, whom we mentioned in the Whitworth Today
obituaries last spring, and her brother, Myron E. Krumm, '69. Whitworth
Today regrets this oversight.

1940s
DEPARTURES
Mary N. (Suck) Macintyre, '40, died
May 1. Burton Sanders, x'41, died May

27. Richard W.Eddy,x'42, died July 14.
Richard grew up in Spokane. He met
Margaret Lindau while at Whitworth, and
they were married in 1941. The couple
worked as aircraft communicators and
ranchers and enjoyed traveling allover the
world. Richard is survived by three children,

10 grandchildren.13 great-grandchildren,
and other family members and friends.
Mary A.Ainley, '47, died Sept. 5. Before
graduating from Whitworth, Mary attended
UCLA She was a teacher, in Oregon and California, for many years. Mary
resided in Morro Bay,Calif., for 50 years. She is survived by her brothers,
brother-in-law, nieces, nephews, and other family members. Morris W. Hulin,
'48, died May 3. Marry served five years in the U.S.Army Air Corps and
later worked far the Defense Intelligence Agency in Virginia. He was married
to his beloved wife, Virginia, for 58 years before her death, in 2000. He is
survived by his sons, James, '66, Bruce and Jon, his daughter, Donna, and
other friends and family members. Dr. Dorothy (Leavens) Carlson, '49,
died April 18. Dorothy met her husband, Gordon, '50, at Whitworth. Dorothy
earned an M.D. from Women's Medical College of Pennsylvania in 1953,
and she studied psychiatry at the University of Washington School of
Medicine in order to work in private practice with her husband, who was
a clinical psychologist, until his death in 1996. Dorothy is survived by her
children and other family members, including her sister, Mary (Leavens)
Schwabauer, '49, and her brother, Paul Leavens, '52. Doris E. (Lundin)

Roltrup, '49, died Sept. 14,2012. M. Elaine (Jenkins) Wimpy,'49, died
July 18. Elaine was a lifelong resident of Spokane. She and her husband,
Harold, '49, married in August 1950 and raised two sons. Elaine spent the
majority of her career working for School District 81 and was active in the
community. She is survived by her brother, her sons, three grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.

1930s
DEPARTURES
Mildred (Simmons) Kirkpatrick, '39, died July8. Mildredwas a teacher and
a school counselor. In 1941 she married Hugh C. Kirkpatrick, x'40, and
they had three children. In 1975, she earned a master's degree in education
from Georgia College, in Milledgeville, Ga. Throughout her life, Mildred
remained active in the Episcopal Church and was drawn to helping others.

Life's a Whirlwind
for Hochstatters
By Lauren Nudelman, '14
When David, '13, and Sarah
(Whittemore,
'12, '13 MBA)
Hochstatter came to Whitworth as
freshmen, they never dreamed that,
within a few short years, they would
be married and living on the other
side of the country. Sarah graduated
in 2012 with a degree in math, and
in 2013 she earned her Whitworth
MBA; David graduated in 2013 with a
degree in economics and accounting.
Since then, Sarah says, "Life has been
a bit of a whirlwind."
In the few shorr months since they left Whitworth,
David and Sarah have become husband and wife,
explored the Caribbean, and road-tripped to their new
home in Boston. David is slated to starr work as a tax
consultant at Deloitce, the largest professional service
company in the world. He will specialize in international
assignments, a decision that was influenced in parr
by a study-abroad trip to Southeast Asia with School
of Business (formerly School of Global Commerce &
Management) Assistant Professor Todd Friends. David
says the trip gave him a deeper desire to travel abroad - a
desire that will be satisfied through his intercontinental
work with Deloitte.
Sarah is pursuing a master's degree in mathematical
finance at Boston University, which will assist her in
becoming a quantitative trader, analyst or consultant.
A class with Whitworth Executive-in-Residence Duff
Bergquist first made her realize that working in finance
would provide her a way to combine her mathematical,
financial, communications and computer-programming
skills m challenging and fulfilling new ways each day. It
is a rewarding feeling, she says, to have found her calling.
David agrees, adding. "Whitworth has really helped
me to get to where I am today - the small classes are so
important because they give you a chance to really get
to know your professors, some of whom have been my
greatest advocates as I searched for a job in Boston."
David and Sarah both view Whitworth as a place
where they expanded their horizons and created solid
foundations. "Five years ago ... I never imagined I would
be here in Boston," Sarah says, "pursuing this degree,
married to my college sweetheart."
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[AfterWORD]
Whitworth alumni in their own words

Whitworth Professor: Fenton Duvall,
Professor of history, 1949-81
Fenton Duvall co-founded Whitworth's Core Worldview Program with
~rofessor of English Clarence Simpson, served as dean of students for four
years, and was the first faculty member to lead an international Jan Term study
program. In 2006, a group of alumni made a contribution in Duvall's name and
requested that Whitworth's newest residence hall be named after their favorite
professor and mentor. Fenton Duvall died in 2008, at the age of 96.

Whitworth Alumnus: Joel Harding,
'67, B.A. in history and education;
'70, Master of Arts in Teaching
Joel Harding taught social studies and
English, coached athletics, and was activities
coordinator at Mead High School, in
north Spokane, from 1967-97. He also

My Favorite
Professor

was a coordinator for the Washington
State League of Schools; an associate with
the Center for Organizational Reform
doctoral program at Gonzaga University; and an adjunct professor
at Whitworth, where he taught the class Milestones, History and
Philosophy of Education. Now retired, he lives in Waterville, Wash.

"Ifirsr

mer Fenton Duvall the spring
of my freshman year, when I took
History of Western Civilization
[now Core ISO]. He was intelligent,
creative, personable, and concerned about
his students. While all these qualities were
important, what I appreciate most is that
he cared about me and all of his students.
Dr. Duvall led a group of students on
a tour of Western Europe in the summer
of 1963. My classmate, Brian Wolfe, '66,
and I followed a similar itinerary there
from October of that year until January
1964. After our return, Dr. Duvall and
the summer tour students invited us to
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meet with them as part of a group that was
discussing what they had learned in their
travels. His concern that we be part of the
learning group was surprising, and welcome.
When I was at Whitworth, preparing to
be an educator, Ilearned from Dr. Duvall
that I could be personally involved with
my students, seeing them as individuals
yet expecting them to learn at a high
level. That approach became a hallmark
of my own career in the classroom, with
organizations, and on the athletics field.
While Ifelt blessed by his attention and
support, I am certain each of his students
felr similarly.

As a 3D-year teacher at Mead High
School, which is in the same community
as Whitworth, Iwas able to apply the
lessons Ilearned from Dr. Duvall and
other dedicated 'Whitworth professors and
staff. Dr. Duvall's youngest son graduated
from Mead before Iarrived there in fall
1967. However, I was able to share with
the sons and daughters of Whirworth staff
and professors the lessons I had learned
from Fenton Duvall and his learned,
compassionate colleagues. This completed
a circle of quality of which Dr. Duvall was a
primary part and allowed his contributions
to extend far into the future."

Hanh Nguyen, '14
What Hanh will tell you about herself:
Hahn was born in Saigon, Vietnam. Her grandparents raised
her from the age of six, after her mother moved to Spokane.
When Hanh was 17 she joined her family members in
Spokane and enrolled at Rogers High School. Her English
skills were rudimentary, but she doggedly pursued mastering
the language and her coursework. Within a year she competed
for and was selected as an Act Six Scholar to attend
Whitworth, where she is now a senior majoring in chemistry.
Last summer Hanh and a team of graduate and postdoctoral students conducted computational quantum
chemistry research at TexasA&M University. During her 10week intemship funded by the National Science Foundation,
Hanh produced original research that she will submit to a
scientific journal for publication; Hanh has also conducted
bioinformatics research at Whitworth. After graduating, she
plans to earn a doctorate in chemistry and work in cancer
research, a goal she has held since middle school.

What Whitworth will tell you about Hanh:
Through her job on campus as a resident assistant, Hanh
sends monthly support to her grandmother in Vietnam;
she had also been saving money to participate in the Jan
Term 2014 Technology & Culture in Southeast Asia study
program. But when her aunt and uncle in Vietnam had a
baby and could not afford the hospital bills, Hanh sent them
her savings and gave up the opportunity to study abroad.
Hanh's fellow RAs decided, without telling Hanh, to find a
way for her to do the program. "We've all been blessed by
Hanh and believe it is our tum to bless her;' wrote Lauren
Davies, '13, in a message to Esther Louie, assistant dean
for intercultural student affairs. The RAs raised a portion of
the funds from student donations; Esther put the word out
to Whitworth staff, faculty and administrators, who pitched
in the balance. "Hanh embodies the values and mission of
Whitworth;' Esther says. "She hungers for knowledge and is
motivated to make a difference in our world:'
To view Hanh's student profile, a video interview and photos,
visit www.whitworth.edujwhitworthtoday.
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